The death of Sir William De Lancey. 1
Wellington described De Lancey’s fall thus: “De Lancey was with me, and speaking to me
when he was struck. We were on a point of land that overlooked the plain. I had just been
warned off by some soldiers (but as I saw well from it, and two divisions were engaged below, I
said “Never mind”) when a ball came bouncing along en ricochet, as it is called, and, striking
him on the back, sent him many yards over the head of his horse. He fell on his face, and
bounded upwards and fell again. All the staff dismounted and ran to him, and when I came up
he said, “Pray tell them to leave me and let me die in peace.” I had him conveyed to the rear.” 2
It is unclear whether De Lancey was mounted or dismounted when he was hit, but his cousin
lieutenant colonel De Lancey Barclay (1st Foot Guards) and assistant adjudant general, would
have convinced him to be carried off to the rear.
Accordingly, Barclay ordered some soldiers to bring De Lancey in a blanket to a barn of the
farm of Mont Saint Jean. 3
The other day, upon the instigation of Sir George Scovell, he was transferred from there to a
more quiet place at a local cottage at the hamlet of Mont Saint Jean. Meanwhile, Scovell also
informed De Lancey’s wife who was at Antwerp through the local British commander there,
general Mckenzie. At the same time, Scovell summoned expert medical help.
De Lancey had been married on the 3rd of April of that year and his wife, Lady Magdalene Hall,
had been travelling with him throughout Belgium. 4 She now joined him in Mont saint Jean the
day after the battle.
It was also here that the duke of Wellington paid him a visit on the 20th of June. 5
Despite the devotion of his wife, De Lancey died on the 26th of June. 6 Autopsy done by
Dr.Hume proved that eight of his ribs had become disconnected from his spine and that one of
them had perforated one of his lungs. 7
De Lancey was buried on the 28th of June at the remote churchyard of St.Josse Tennode,
Brussels, south of the road to Louvain. 8 The tablet which marked his grave states:
"This stone is placed to mark where the body of colonel Sir W.Howe De Lancey Q.M.G. is
interred.He was wounded at the battle of Belle Alliance (Waterloo) on the 18th June 1815."
In 1889 the churchyard was abolished and De Lancey’s remains were interred in the British
monument at the churchyard of Evere. The epitath reads:
"Here lie the remains of colonel Sir William H.de Lancey Quarter Master General of the British
Army who was wounded at the battle of Waterloo June 18 and who died June 26 1815.
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